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WHO WE ARE?                                                                                                                                         

RESEARCH ASSOCIATES KNUST is a research team on the campus of the Kwame Nkrumah University of 

Science and Technology, consisting of volunteers cutting across all the various spheres of the KNUST 

community. We are a politically, ideologically, and religiously unbiased group of young men and women 

with untainted credibility and vast integrity, providing intelligent research solutions to the KNUST 

Community. Our motto - “Accurate, Independent, Dependable” is not just a phrase in words, as we 

always endeavour to invest intense proficiency in the surveys we conduct, so they are nearly loop-hole-

free.  

 

RATIONALE BEHIND POLL 

Leadership they say is cause, everything else, effect. KNUST has an undergraduate population of more 

about 21,000 students, on whose shoulders the mandate to elect SRC executives lie. For the 2011/2012 

academic year, each student paid an amount of about 41 cedis in SRC dues and other SRC levies to keep 

the association running. Over the years, student leadership have invested energy, time and resources in 

the pursuit of various projects and programs aimed at bettering the lot of students, some of which have 

yielded meaningful impact, while others haven’t. In the light of the fact that endless is the list of 

challenges facing the students, the objective behind the poll is to make an attempt to draw the attention 

of the incoming student leadership to the most pressing concerns that students want them to apply their 

ingenuity and students’ money to addressing, so we don’t have the situation of student leaders building 

bridges at places where no rivers exist. The poll also sought to test the political weight of the various 

aspirants vying for the SRC presidential slot.  

 

METHODOLOGY 

2842 questionnaires were administered by 39 Research Associates team members on Tuesday 13th 

March 2012 at vantage points on campus, including Ayeduase Gate, Engineering Gate, Frontline Hostel 

area, School of Medical Sciences, Mecca Road, Royal Parade Grounds, Commercial Area, among others. 

The various halls of residence and specific faculty areas were avoided in the view sampling exercise to 

avoid the heavy biases that would result from the affiliations of the various presidential aspirants with 

those halls and faculties. At the identified locations on the said date, all willing students who found 

themselves at those locations from 8am had the chance to partake in the poll. Questionnaires 

demanding two specific responses were administered. The questionnaires read: “what most pressing 



problem on campus do you want the next ring of SRC Executives to focus attention on dealing with in 

order to make your life on campus better?” and “which of the aspirants for the SRC presidency would 

you vote for?” All prospective respondents who indicated their unwillingness to partake in the poll were 

not captured at all in our data. All the 2842 respondents answered the question of the most pressing 

concerns they want the next SRC executives to address, but just 2637 answered the question of who 

they would vote for in the SRC Presidential elections, as some of them claimed they were ignorant of 

who the various candidates were.   

 

BREAKDOWN ON THE PROFILE OF POLL RESPONDENTS 

Of the 2842 students who responded to the poll, 58.7 percent (1668 respondents) were males and 41.3 
percent (1174 respondents) were females. 53.1 percent (1509 respondents) are on -campus residents 
while 46.9 percent (1333 respondents) are off - campus residents. 205 of the2842 respondents indicated 
that they were not aware of developments surrounding the SRC executives contest, and hence would be 
unable to tell who they would vote for, leaving 2637 respondents to comment on that.   

 

POLL RESULTS   

A large number of the 2842 opinions polled mentioned poor security as their most pressing concern that 

they want the next ring of SRC executives to address, with close to half of the respondents (48.1%) 

mentioning that. Frequent power outages, and high accommodation costs also featured prominently, 

with 23.3 % and 16.7 % of the respondents respectively. In total, these three concerns were high on the 

minds of 88.1 percent of the total number of respondents. High School fees, poor academic facilities, 

unreliable internet connectivity, transportation difficulties, and poor sanitation at Halls were the other 

concerns raised, which all together accounted for 11.9 percent of the respondents. Below are the full 

details.  

SURVEY RESULT ON KNUST STUDENTS’ MOST PRESSING 

CONCERNS 

CONCERN Result Percentage  

Poor Security  1367 48.1 % 

Frequent power outage 662 23.3 % 

High accommodation cost  475 16.7 % 

 

Other concerns 

 

338 

 

11.9 % 

TOTAL  2842 100 

 



On the SRC Presidential race, six top aspirants were the choicest candidates for 93.6 % of the 2637 

respondents, while just 6.4% of the respondents opted for the remaining five aspirants. The remaining 

five candidates in no particular order are: Prince Amoako Hene, Henry Enninful, Samuel Owusu Ansah, 

Mark Ofosu Ampadu, and Paablo Adjei Bernard. The differences between the top three candidates was 

very close, as Ebenezer Bonsra led the second in place George Sarpong with only 2.3 percentage points, 

while Agyemang Yaw Nsiah followed the second placed candidate with only 1.2 percentage points 

difference.  

SURVEY RESULTS ON 2012/2013 KNUST SRC PRESIDENTIAL 

ASPIRANTS’ CHANCES 

Candidate  
   Number of 

vote 
Percentage 

Ebenezer Bonsra 622 23.6 % 

George Sarpong   562 21.3 % 

Agyemang Yaw Nsiah 530 20.1 % 

Paul Atiemo 414 15.7 % 

Kofi Bediako 193 7.3 % 

Evans Asiamoso 148 5.6 % 

Other five Candidates 168 6.4 % 

   

TOTAL  2637 100 % 

  

 

OBSERVATIONS 

Respondents surveyed around the areas of Ayeduase Gate, Engineering Gate, Frontline area, among 

others, majority of who are continuing students were initially hesitant about partaking in the poll, 

insisting they would not vote in the upcoming elections because they have not seen the effectiveness of 

successive SRC executives. There is therefore a large chunk of votes there for grasp. It would therefore 

be a good idea for SRC executive aspirants to increase campaigning activities there, to deal with the 

apathy in them.                                                                                                                                                                           

The difference in figures between the three main candidates makes it evidential that the race for the 

presidency is still yet to be won by any of the candidates, as student body opinion is very much divided 

among more than two candidates.                                                                                                                                    

SRC Presidential candidates can win the heart of more candidates if they propose pragmatic measures 

on how they would use the position to help improve upon the security situation on campus, not 

forgetting the other top concerns of frequent power outage and high accommodation costs. 



CONCLUSIONS 

The poll report only puts in perspective the major concerns students want upcoming SRC executives to 

address, and discloses the voter intent of the respondents. We hope this guides the upcoming executives 

in their decisions on which projects and programs they should invest their ingenuity, their energy, and 

students’ resources in for the benefit of the majority of the students’ populace, and again guide them on 

which issues to focus on during their campaign, and as well as mirror to the SRC presidential aspirants, 

the sort of impact their campaign is making. We would want to state emphatically that the poll report is 

in no way a forecast, nor a prediction, nor a prophecy of who the incoming SRC President would be, and 

should be treated as such.  

 

Thank you 

 

This report is authored by: Joseph Opoku (0247714498/0206666870)                                                                                                                               

Research Team Leader,                                                                                                                                                      

RESEARCH ASSOCIATES KNUST                                                                                                                                              

For and on behalf of the 42 team members who conducted the survey 

 

 

 

 

 


